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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0839 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM PINS LA VN 

SUBJECT: REPORTED PUBLIC EXECUTION IN THAKHEK 

REF: A BANGKOK A-36. B VIENTIANE 0434, C VIENTIANE 0058, 

D BANGKOK A-45 

1 . LAO THAKHEK RESIDENT TOLD RELIABLE VIENTIANE SOURCE 
LUHAT IN APRIL HE WITNESSED THE PUBLIC EXECUTION OF AN 
18 YEAR OLD BOY IN THAKHEK. THE BOY WAS CHARGED WITH 
BEING A "REACTIONARY". REF A REPORTED PUBLIC EXECU- 
TIONS IN SAVANNAKHET IN SEPTEMBER AND PAKSE IN DECEMBER 
1976. OTHER REPORTS OF LPDR EXECUTIONS WERE REPORTED 
REF B AND D. 

2. CALLED TOGETHER FOR "A MEETING", THAKHEK RESIDENT 
REPORTEDLY SAID, PEOPLE OF HIS DISTRICT FOUND THE 
FRIGHTENED BOY ON STAGE WITH THE DISTRICT ADMINISTRA- 
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TIVE AND MILITARY LEADERS AND A CASKET. THE BOY WAS 
REPORTEDLY ASKED TO READ ALOUD A CONFESSION THAT WAS 
FIRST READ BY A WOMAN. WHEN HE DECLINED, SAYING HE 
COULD NOT READ, OTHERS ON THE STAGE REPORTEDLY 
SHOUTED "KILL, KILL". THE BOY WAS THEN 
SUMMARILY SHOT. 
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3. THAKHEK RESIDENT REPORTEDLY SAID VIETNAMESE SOL- 
DIERS WHO RECENTLY MOVED INTO THAKHEK AREA TO FIGHT 
RESISTANCE FORCES, REPORTED REF C, CIRCULATED AMONG 
THE AUDIENCE. MOREOVER, SEVERAL OF THE MEMBERS OF 
GROUP ON STAGE WERE ALSO REPORTEDLY VIETNAMESE 
SOLDIERS DRESSED IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES. THAKHEK RESI- 
DENT, WHO IS A "KHUM" OR SECTION CHIEF IN THAKHEK 
AND WHO IS DESCRIBED AS A LPDR SUPPORTER, TOLD 
VIENTIANE SOURCE THAT HE AND MOST OF THE OTHER PEOPLE 
OF HIS DISTRICT BLAMED VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS FOR THE 
"BRUTAL" EXECUTION. 

4. AFTER BOY WAS SHOT, SOLDIERS REPORTEDLY ARRESTED 
SEVERAL PEOPLE IN AUDIENCE WHO EXPRESSED SHOCK AND 
SYMPATHY. THESE PEOPLE WERE DETAINED FOR FOUR OR FIVE 
DAYS BEFORE BEING RELEASED. SHORTLY AFTER EXECUTION 
MANY PEOPLE REPORTEDLY FLED THAKHEK TO THAILAND. 

5. THAKHEK RESIDENT TRAVELLED BY ROAD TO VIENTIANE 
MAY 10 AND SAID ROUTE WAS CLEAR OF RESISTANCE ELEMENT 
BLOCKS. HE REPORTEDLY SAID VIETNAMESE FORCES WERE 
SUCCESSFULLY SUPPRESSING RESISTANCE ELEMENT ACTIVITIES 
IN THAKHEK REGION. 
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